
,r*dc,:sifraj ?o I oLL
\

NOTES AITffi CAtsIIrTT iIffitrNG
Febn:arrr 27. 191+2.

1. West Coast evacuation, The Pre.iident bror:ght this up first of a]'l
and showed that thus fer he.-has given very J.ittle attention to the
pri:reipal task of the transportation and resettlenent of the
evaeuees. f orrtli::ed r*rat DeYrittts plan u-as and his pr.oclamation
so far as I could without havirg the paper there. Biddle supported
us l-oyalJ-y, sayirrg that he had the proclamatj-on alreaCy i-n his hands.
f enwaerated tire five classes in the order drich are bei.g affected
and tried tc make clear that the process ]ras necessarily gra&ral,
Deliitt being linited by the size of the task and the 1-imitations....**
of his ovin force. The President seized upon the idea that the work\
ehould. be taken off the should.ers of the A;ny so far as possible
aftertheevacueeshadbeense1ectedand.removedfrrcnp1aceswhere
they were dargerous. There il'as general ccnfusion aror-cld the table
arisi-ng from the fact that nobodyhad reelized how big it n:as, nobody
wanted to take care of the evaeuees, and the general weight a-nd con-
plication of the p'rojeet. Biddle suggested that a si-rg1e head should
be chosen to handle the resettlenent instead of the pullirg and
hauling of aLL the different agencies, and the Presidenl seened to
aceept this; the sirgle person to be of course a eivilian and not
the Army. I bror;ght up the properby prcblen and the necessity of
an Alien Prop""t;' Custodien rr.ith a regional ciireetor out there ia
charge. This seemed to be accepted by the PresiCent, Bidc.le and
the other agencies nd-IL probably jnrnediately contact ldc0J-oy on this
subject. I think EcCloy shor:Id have sonebody il the Departaent who
can &inl'mize this load on McC].oy.

The lTest Coa-st a]-arm brnught up its inevitab'l e raerri:aent but the
Presldent desires to have comiient in reference to air raid alamas
made exclusively by the appropriate officiaJ-s of the Departrent
responsible, I pointed out the regul-ations shcwS-rg that this rias
the Army. Landis, the head of ttbr 0CD, strongly desires the Anry
to undertake this reryonsibi lity.

J. Removal of Jaos fron Oahu. Knox broughL this uo and urged v5gorously
the remedy of the situation out there. I told thsr th+t,,'the Arn;r
'conctred in this but that for the teasons given in Sarshallrs meraorandm
rit would probably be necessary to send them to the United States. The :

iPresident was staggered by this a.nd was rather plailly in favor of
,placing then on the Island of Malikou (Leper isl-and) in a big cantonment
lguarded by the Arrny. Tbri-. w"" the plan urged by Knox. I poinied out
the difficulties of this so far as I could, The natter ftas left unseitled,
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Ltrrrloss ,Qnd 7 DID'ZZ

Ickes poirrted out that we had only trio key points for the nanufactuie
of tetratolual lead for 100 oci;ane gasoU-ne and that these points
should be carefully gr:arded. He coul-d not tell me the ttvo poi:rts'
Nelson said that Under Seeretary Patterson had charge of the defense
of these points. The natter was ttrus J-eft presmptively on our * -r.r,,'*
shoulders. I shoulo like to have this brought to the attsrtion of. t,\''
Patterson and have hjm let me lsrow r*rat is being done. 
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Hclntyre, the Presidential secretarX-r caught me leaving the room and
said they were be5ng snamped with applicati-ons for the new ITAAC -
the Tionents Aucif-iary Corps. He said the President wanted me not to
make any cornitnsrt on who thj-s head shodd be nlthout seeilg hira.
I told Mclnt5rre to te.Ll-hi.:r. that I r,rculd gladly do so if he r-ould
reciprocate as we had a very good person r:nder consideration. This
shcr.rld be ratched iarefirBy.

Hr t. S.

Copies to:
Ttre Chiei of Staff
The Untier SecretarXr of fiar
The Assistelt Secretary 6f Tiar.
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