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LELORANDUN, ON C.B.MUZSON'S REIORT "JAPANESE ON THE WEST COAST"

Attached herewith is the report, with supplementary reports
on Lower California and British Columbia, The report, though lengthy,
is worth reading i¥x in its entirety. Salient passages are:

1) "There are still Japanese in the United States who will tie
dynamite around their waist and meke a human bomb out of themselves...
but today they are few",

2) "There is no Japanese ‘problem' on the coast, There will be
no armed uprising of Japanese, There will be undoubtedly some sabotgge
finsnced by Japan and executed largely by imported agents, There will
be the odd case of fanatical sabotage by some Japanese 'crackpot'®

3) "The dangerous part of their espionage is that they would be
very effective as far as movement of suprplies, movement of troops and
movement of ships...is concerned.®

4) "For the most part the iocal Japanese are loyal to the
United States or, at worst, hope that by remaining quiet they can avoid
concentration cemps or irresponsible mobs,®

“S)J"Your reporter..is horrified to note that dams, bridges,

; harbors, power stations etc. are wholly unguarded everywhere. The
harbor of San Pedro could be Tazed by fire completely by four men with

hand grenades and a little study in one night., Dams could be blown

~ bridge at the exiit from the mountains in some cases could tie up thres

! or four main railroasds". é(
\ ~C.



JAPANESE ON_THE WEST COAST

(C. B. Munson)

GROUND_COVERED

In reporting on the Japanese tproblem! on the West
Coast the facts are, on the whole, fairly clear and opinion
toward the problem exceedingly uniform. In reporting, the
main difficulty is to know where to leave off and what to
leave out. One could gather data for fifteen years with
fifteen men and still be in the position of the Walrus and

' the Carpenter:

If seven maids with seven mops

swept it for half a year -

Do you suppose, the Walrus said,

That they could get it clear?
Whisking up the grains of sand is the wrong approach, yet
when your reporter declares there is a sea and & shore and
some sand, and that he has sampled the genersal quality of sand
in many verying beaches, do not be too hard in your judgment
for him if he has stopped far short of soriting out each layer
or tint or even each beach. You have to feel this problem -
not figure it out with your pencil. We only cite the sand
thet our reader may never forget the complexities of even &
shovel full of sand.

Your reporter spent about a week each in the 1lth,

124h and 12th Naval Districts with the full cooperation of
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the Naval and Army intelligences and the F.B.I. Soﬁe mention
should also be made of the assistance rendered from time to
time by the British Intelligence. OQOur Navy has done by far
the most work on this problem, having given it intense consid-
erstion for the last ten or fifteen years. Your reporter
commenced in the 12th Naval District, which covers Northern
California, from thence to the 13th, covering Washington and
§regon, winding up his observations in the 11th Naval District,
covering Southern California, where to his mind the whole
tproblem! finally focuses. Your reporter also turned the
corner into British Columbia through a member of the R.C.M.P.
and the corner into Mexico through a conference with our Consul
at Tijuana..

Opinions of the varijious services were obtained, also
of business, employees, universities, fellow white workers,
students, fish packers, lettuce packers, farmers, religious
groups, etc. etc. The opinion expressed with minor differences
was uniform. Select Japanese in all groups were sampled. To
mix jindiscriminately with the Japanese was not conéidered ed-
visable chiefly becsuse the opinions of many Joyal white
Americans who had made this their life work for the last fif-
teen years were svailable and it was foolish to suppose your
reporter could add to the sum of knowledge in three weeks by
running through the topmost twigs of & forest.

BACKGROUND
Unless familiar with the religious and family back-

ground of the Japanese, this rough background summary should



be skimmed over as it has & bearing on the Japanese guestion.
If the reader is familiar with the Japanese background, it may
be omitted.

An American wit once said, "You canmot tell the truth
about Jepan without lying." This same witicism might be made
with reference to the Japanese people, but, like all general-
izations, it needs a corrective explanation. A study of Japan
is a study in the category of‘social fully as much &s of
political science. The study of the Japanese people is one
of absorbing interest.

Who sare the Japanesé people? From whence did they
come and what emotional concepts did they bring with them?
While there might not be unanimity of opinion as to the various
strains that go to make up the Japanese of today, one leading
anthropologist, Dr. Frederick Star of the University of Chicago,
& number of years ago said to the writer, "the Japanese are the
most mixed race of people that I have ever studied". The Malay
strain is proncunced in the Japanese, especially in the
Province of Kumamoto. The Kongol is very prounounced in the
upper middle as well as in the so-called higher brackets of
society. Then there is the Aryen strain still to be seen in
its unmixed form in the 17,000 and more Ainu who inhabit
portions of Hokkaido and the Kurile Islands. These latter are
related to the Aryan group in physiognomy and in language.
These three streins have produced the Japanese of today.

The Ainu, in so far as we know, was the eboriginal.
His sccial status was changed from time to time as conquering

groups drove him farther and ferther to the North. These
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conquering groups came from Chira via Korea. Japanese history
begins with the conqueror Jimnu Tenno, who arrived on a
'Floating Bridge of Heaven' - a poetical expression for his
coming to Japan by boat. He found a tribal people with 2 prim-
itive animistic faith of nature worship. He had a superior
religion and he was shrewd. He told the conquered people that
their reverence for the tribal chief was & true reverence and
that he also revered the head of his clan which was the Sun
Goddess, whose beneficent rule was seen in her health-giving
rays. Thus begen wh#t is known as fShinto! (!'The Way of the
Gods'), as we know it today. From the days of Jimnu (the first
Japanese Emperor) to the present, all Japanese have revered
the Emperor as & descendant of the Sun Goddess, whose appear-
ence in Japanese mthology is too complicated to be discussed
here.

Another cultural element in Japanese life stems from the
introduction of Buddhism in Japan in the sixth and seventh
centuries. Buddhism is a foreign religion and wmade little
progress in Japen, even though it was fostered by the Emperor
Prince Shotoku. Buddhism had a very difficult time until some
wise propagandist hit upon the idea of incorporating the Shinto
Gods into the Buddhist Pantheon. All the Shinto deities were
recognized &s avatars of Buddha and we have continuing in Japan
until “the days of the Restoration what is known as two-fold
Buddhisw - 2 union of Shinto and Buddhism - a union so intricate
that Buddhist God shelves in the home have unmistable Shinto

deities and Shinto God shelves have unmistakable Buddhist



deities. Japan cen never repay Buddhism for its contribution
to the cultural 1ife of the pecple. Iis tempvles were schools
wherein those who wished might be taught. It developed the
arts and crafts, and was the developer and preserver of much
thet is beautiful in the culturai life of the Nation today.

While the Shinto and the Buddhist influence, separate
and co-mingled, were moving forward, there develcped in Japan
a feudal type of society. This society was organized under
the rule of a tribal person known as 'The Great Name! (a land
baron). He had warriors or knights known as Samurai. They,
the Samurai, preserved order and fought battles to maintain
the existence of the clan. Besides the Samurai there was the
farmer who raised the food, the ariisan who fashioned and
fabricated the tools, aot only of the farmer but aléo of the
warrior, and there was the merchant; below them there was the
ete, and lower still the hinin - {those who for misconduct or
through capture had been reduced in status until they were not
considered men, as the term 'hinin! implies.

For nearly 1,000 years, this state of society existed
with internecine wars of all too frequent and carnal occurrence
until early in the seventeenth century when a grest man, Ieyasu,
appeared, and became the founder of what is known as the
Tokugawa family. The story of this period is interesting, but
time and space do not permit the telling of it here, other
than to say it was a period of about 250 years of great peace.

During the Tokugawa pericd, Confucianism had great

vogue. The Samurai children were privileged to attend the few
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schools which were maintsined and where the principles of
Confucian ethics were taught, but with one grea% character-
istic change - the Jepanese substituted for the chief virtue,
loyalty for filial piety. Chugi (loyalty) is loyalty, not to
an idea nor an ideal, but to = person. In this feudal society,
personel relationships were supreme, and loyalty was the
cardinal virtue.

In the feudal stete, 'as well as throughout all Japan-
ese history, the individual as an individual did not exist.

He existed only as a2 member of the family and the family exist-
ed as a member of the clan. The family could dispose of indi-
viduals at will, should occasion merit such action. Even 1life
itself could be taken, after the case had been subritted to

the fﬁFily council. TIu this connection, one should not over-
look the tremendous influence of the dead. The living succeed
or fgil, are happy or sad, through the influence of the dead
who live in the tombs of the village or hcver over their
familiar haunts. It is well to keep this in mind when estimat-
ing Japanese activity. The Japanese believe that the dead
remein in the World and that all dead become Gods with super-
natural powers, and that happiness of the dead depends upon
respectful services that are rendered them by the living.

In a feudal society, the merchant cuts a very poor
figure. He was looked down upon by the Samurai and he was
inferior to the farmer and tﬁe artisan. It is significant
that but a very few families of merchants have maintained a

good social position. Of these there are the Witsui, the
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Iwasaki (this latter being represented by what we know &s the
itsublshﬂ), and also the Sumitomo family.

With the Coming of Commodore Perry in 1853 and 1854,
feudalism began to pass away and within 20 years was abolished
by Government edict. Although the feudal social system was
legally abolished, its influence continues even today.

with the Restoration there appeared a new influence
in Japanese life ani that was the coming of the Christian
missionary with his doctrine of individual responsibility to
deity. This was something new to the Japanese system of
society. Heretofore religion centered in the family, and
family culture and family faith were a collective thing and
not individual. The success of the nissionary movement in
Japen is remarkable because it brings this new element into
the social picture. Wherever Christianity succeeds, it also
succeeds in breaking the old family ties and hang-overs of a
feudal order. Japan}s sdvence in Government, its development
educationally and the vast improvements that we see in society
today have been furthered by the application of Western methods
of teaching, of Government, etc. But, the Christian influence
nust not be underestimated nor should ome go too far in over-
stressing its great inmportance. Ghristianity is individual-
istic, and that is one reascn why the 'powers that be! in
Japan today are éndeavoring to regulate its activities, if not
to change some of its tenets. The Christian Japanese under-
stand America better than any other group because they have

been more and more weaned away from the influence of feudalism.






